Synagogue
City walls
. The oldest written record regarding the town dates back to %
Modern part of Slavonice 1260. Slavonice reached its maximal bloom and prosperity in
City walls the renaissance period. The town started its decline after the '
thirty-year-war and further development appeared as late as J
Along the bulky walls in the end of the 19th century. 19. After WW Il the German
majority was displaced and Slavonice became a part of the
Chapel of St John of Nepomuk border zone. After appeasement of the political situation in
1958-59, Slavonice was detached from the zone and it was
Cemetery chapel of St Cross declared the listed town in 1961. Thanks to its unique character,
the town aspires to registration in the lists of world cultural
Pottery workshop heritage UNESCO.

Community house

Slavonice creek

not only
SRenaissance

WALKING TOUR

Calvary chapels
Church of St John the Baptist

Wealthiest farmhouses

Baroque granary

Third bastion
Ry /%//)/ City walls - modern flats
G
b5
I S Q i
na Z’Zky 49\1\
L005 < L%
Y R
) <
o
©,

Novd Bystrice 2) st
JindFichdv Hradec . Mi KB _~  Housind
nam. Miru % OB \uk Ce€ ce
l 4/ s 0?]/ S\Iato‘) Jemnl
4
4. ’%{ “ s / TOURIST INFORMATION CENTER
Po. o Do % namésti Miru 476, 378 81 Slavonice
o) ¢ &y o
((O,f @Q’ +420 384 493 320 / +420 720 280 183
¢ -l- > ) i@slavonice-mesto.cz
Nadrasni A \ sé\, /70/@,77%5 http://www.i.slavonice-mesto.cz/en/
9%
T %, <
S 07@— Photo: Archives of Slavonice, Pavel Mardar, Karel Hruby, Libor Karasek
/70/~ Texts: Slavonice Tourist Information Center
@’))3 Graphics: Jan Kréal
46' © 2017 Town of Slavonice




Walking tour begins in the “namésti
Miru” square outside the Tourist In-
formation Centre. Just go through
the alley between the Information Cen-
tre and the Town Hall. The first stop on your
tour is a synagogue. This Jewish house of wor-
ship was opened on 25 June 1895. The origi-
nal structure is today only commemorated by
the renovated fagade. You should also pay attention to the statue
standing at the entrance, whose author is the sculptor and wood-
carver Jifi Netik.

The passageway in house number 492 will take you to the re-
mains of the fortification wall. Fragments of similar size can
be found in a few more places around
the city. The construction of the forti-
fication system was introduced in the
13th century when walls and moats were
built. The city walls helped Slavonice
withstand the onslaught of the Hussite
army in the summer of 1423. The once
destroyed system was rebuilt after 1550.

Keep walking through the al-
ley, walk up the steps leading
to the bus station and follow
the pavement along the park.
This will bring you to a cross-
roads where you can meet the mod-
ern part of Slavonice. On your left,
where the road leaves for Jemnice,
you will see a housing estate that
was built in stages between 1963 and 1993. The area on your right
comprises mostly of buildings constructed in the late 20th centu-
ry: healthcare centre, function house and kindergarten. The latest
addition is the nursing home for the elderly (see the photo), fin-
ished in 2004.

The tour continues along the sandy path
on your right and soon you will arrive at
the best preserved of the four origi-
nal bastions.

Then go past a restaurant and
you will reach the baker’s shop.

the bakery and along the bulky
walls you will come to another
bastion.

The next leg of the tour follows the creek
named “Slavonicky potok” The bridge in
Nadrazni street marks the location of the
chapel of St John of Nepomuk. It is a Ba-
roque structure dating back to the early 18th
century. Inside the chapel, you can see a con-
temporary sculpture of St John of Nepomuk.

If you look to your left, away from the di-
rection of the route, you can see the Ba-
roque cemetery chapel of St Cross with
Renaissance stone portal dating back to
1586, built by Leopold Osterreicher. This por-
tal used to serve as an entrance to the local
graveyard. The chapel alone was only erected
in 1702. The interiors have been newly restored
and won the Landmark of the Year Award in
2014.

The tour continues along the creek. Directly opposite you
stands a pottery workshop. It is one of the Slavonice studi-
os you are welcome to enter and visit.

If you look across the creek

to your right, you will not

miss the newly reconstruct-

ed house of Spolkovy diim
(community house or, originally,
Deutsches Haus).

Three features of the creek.

You have so far been going along the creek that was tamed
to flow through the city after 1850. The natural bed of the
#; stream was turned into an artifi-
.; cial one in the early 1970s. It fol-
£ lows a park on the right bank and
" a charming birch alley on the left.

The concrete bridge marks

the frontier beyond which you

will only find free country-
side. The creek meanders nat-
urally creating its own rules. It is
only this part of the creek that is
the home of the strictly protected
crayfish. Lush vegetation hosts the
dead-nettle leaf beetle (Chrysolina
fastuosa), one of the Czech most beautiful beetles, and swarms
of fireflies at night. You can also spot a kingfisher here and there.

Next stop is at a stone railway bridge, an exceptional
technical landmark. The train service to Slavonice started
to operate more than a hundred years ago in 1902. In 1903,
the railway was extended into Austria. However, the Com-
munist government discontinued
the Austrian stretch by removing
10 metres of the rails in April 1951.
There is one little, interesting de-
tail to notice. During the one hun-
dred years of the bridge’s exist-
ence, tiny stalactites have formed
in its vault.

You have two options in the area beyond

the bridge. The road on the left will take

you to the “Journey through a Fairy For-

est” (Cesta pohadkovym lesem), but you

can leave this one for the next time. Today,

you will continue to the right under the next

bridge and back to Slavonice. One of the

Calvary chapels suggests another possible

trip to the church of Corpus Cristi. The trip

may be extended to the museum of drift-

wood (not washed ashore but found in the forest) and a private
Z0O0 at the “Bejeklv mlyn” resort.

A few more steps will give you a chance to see the church
of St John the Baptist, which was founded at the end of
the 13th century as a part of the
town hospital. The church was se-
verely damaged by fires in 1620
and 1845 only to be fully restored
in 1847. The church is equipped in
Rococo and Classicist styles. There
are no services these days since
only concerts take place in it.

Now walk along the street
named “Jana Zizky” (former-
ly known as Spitalska), which

shows the best examples of
once the wealthiest farmhous-
es. Some of the buildings still of-
fer classical layout: farmhouse -
rooms for farmer’s parents - barns.

The street of farmhouses is sealed with a massive Baroque
granary dating back to the late 16th century. If you walk on
the pavement on the left, you will
go past a crossroads.

On your left, you will see an
elementary school. Careful-

ly cross the street where you

can see the third bastion. You
already know there used to be four
of them to guard the town. Unfor-
tunately, the fourth one has not
preserved until today. Walking past
the bastion will lead you to the last stop of the tour.

It is the final fragment of the fortification wall that you will
see today. This place interestingly
connects history with the pres-
ent. This means, in this case, me-
dieval walls with modern flats. All
you need to do now is walk past
the old school building (today the
seat of Institut Slavonice) and you
are back in the square.

If you have found the tour inspiring and have
questions to ask, you are more than welcome
to do so when you come back to the Tourist
Information Centre. Its staff are also ready to
help you if you call: +420 728 280 183.

And on tomorrow’s trip you may reach one of many
destinations in nearby Austria. The border is a mere 2 km
away.

FRATRES (2 km from Slavonice): « Museum Humanum

DOBERSBERG (12 km from Slavonice): « Chateau (Information
Centre) - Firefighers’ museum « Church of St Lambert « Natural
History Museum « Natural Park Thayatal (educational trail
along the river Dyje) » Cycling trail “Die Thayarunde” « Indoor
swimming pool « Pond Dobersberg (children’s playground,
tennis courts)

OTHER: - Ruins of the castle Kollmitz » Castle of Raabs « Castle
of Karlstein « River swimming pool Thaya « Grasel hiking-and-
cycling trail

Please, ask the staff of the Tourist Information Centre for
all the details of these and others trips.



